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There is a well-known cave of Jambavanta.' The legend of this place says that
Lord Krishna fought with Jambavanta and received the 'Samantaka Mani5
(the mythical gem that bestows immense quantities of gold daily) and also
Jambavati his daughter as gifts. The temples of Kodanda Rarnaswamy,
the ever bestower of the wishes of his devotees, and Jambavanta are inside
the compound. The idol of Lord Krishna is in the same posture of legs thrown
in an inverted position as described in the invocation sloka 'Vyatyasta pada.'
There are twenty brahmin houses here. Water in the Tirukkolam (sacred tank
in Vaishnav temple) is very mossy but as there are wells in houses, there is no
inconvenience for water supply. Venkatagiri raja built a palace here. There
is a place called Kotapoluru on the farther bank of the river Kalindi and
another place called Sullurpet at a distance of a ghadiya (twenty-four
minutes distance). In and around this place there are about hundred families
of Niyogis. Things are available with a little difficulty. Small round
stones can be found on digging the soil anywhere near Nellore. The track
we followed yesterday and today is somewhat rocky. I stayed for the night
here.
3lst'August, 1831
On Wednesday the thirty-first we started at five in the morning and set
out for the Chilakalapudi Ramaswamy Choultry eight miles away and
arrived there by seven. The track is of fine sand. Forest vegetation is
scarce. This choultry is built adjacent to an existing old well. It is good
stop over place for pilgrims, and the choultry is spacious. The water in the
wells that are dug in the choultry is very tasty and clear. Everything is
available here. We stayed here in order to take meals.
Men and women of this country Nellore are pretty, healthy and short,
but are of a brownish black complexion. They are clean at heart and are
without any pretences, it can be said. We left this place after two in the
afternoon for a place called Koluru Raju Choultry which is eight miles from this
place. There is a village called Periyavedu on the way from where the cart
route forks at Gummadipudi. There is a salt lake that we crossed by boats
near the choultry on the way on which I proceeded. The river Pralaya
Kaveri that is the source of water in the canal Kakiremi near Chennapatnam
comes up to Poluru during the flood season. We can see the river while
walking on our way to-day and the track is sandy. There are a number of
salt basins from Periyavedu onwards. There is beautiful garden in the middle
of which a choultry is built. There is water facility here. There is only
one shop. Yet, all commodities are available. I stayed here for the night.